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Date: 8J ~ /tJ Cf

/ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.nm.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED / LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANt. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/ LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 
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Date: 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consist~ of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: }13 CaIA ~ 5a~ S ,:::- M-1 [7S-O J 

Email: 
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John Ki ling, Program anager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe'the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and . 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in clllibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: -----jl(f--V----'-~+_t0_1+---__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.rnn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.rnn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are npt kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ---"-1~2+-----,/2=-5-"",-,+-1o=-l9-t---_I , 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1;4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on 11 alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
proted our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such, as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 

serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 

found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 

Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 

reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 

2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 

meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 

NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 

require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 

management units. 


5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 

a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 

knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 

report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 

instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 

current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 


I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 

necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 

NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 

before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 


6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 
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Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 
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Date: 7- "2-1' OJ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that a.escribe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOEjLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain I/legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current netwqrk consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: j Cll11..10 I -z..o 61 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOEjLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A B, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: NHi .., 

Email: 



Date: __1+--1uo_,--+r_oj-'---__ 
I 


John E. Kieling, Program Manager 

Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 

2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 

E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 


Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espa:ii.ola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only ,seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do notwantto provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 7 . -v, .01 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: jolm.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

1make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of 'Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the IIalternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Teclmical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/ LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
Cl.lrrent network consists of only seismometers at three lo,cations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 
\ 'I 

Email: 



Date: ------'7_.---=--3_0_,_0_1____ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOEfLANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed 'reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOEfLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOE/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists qf only seismometers at three locations that are not kep~ in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOE/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 11Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on JJalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of llalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LAi'J"L dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers atthree locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _7-+-1U~(
! 

0'"'---------_ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOE'/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not k~pt in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 
l I 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current ,network consists of only seismometers at three 10catioI,ls that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Email: -_...._----------------------------



Date: 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 

Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 

2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 

E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 


Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 

Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 

LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 


1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 

.	drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50 % increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: MIttrj)oN)Vf\ r 

Address: rD~:, A1+O-L.-=t:_-",-4~N--,-f'1------,1,,--1_~O--,--\_____ 

Email: 



Date: _1-+~_Z_b"'--(0_1___ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
Of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under it alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOE'{LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOE'{LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOE'{LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network cot;tsists of only seismometers at three locations that are npt kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOE'{LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOE'{LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: , 

A, R, 



Date: _(-+(_"2--_(,!f--D----'-J__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.rnn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written aetailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: J -- 2/ - (J1 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network cQnsists of only seismometers at three locations that are J;1.ot kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: (CUF1::' -nIOFlA~ 

CDf0DoVA ~D,Address: 
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crDate: _1_-_·2_1_-_o_____ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the /I alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements II in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste II which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations tha,t are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: <-ta::; W, ~~h =\bJ~~ \ :St:: I (\) n~ $JJSD) 
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Date: _--'--,7ir--"&_1--l-{_O1__ 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. II Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on lIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionudide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: Sf 
Email: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionudide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such,as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _7---1-L~_'-'_7_(0_1__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radio nuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are ~eadily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismOIpeters at three locations that are not kept in calibration, 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: / 
Email: 



Date: _1'-1-t_Z'-,--7(~O_i__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 

, of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only se~mometers at three locations that are not kept in calibrfl.tion. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, LA Cs {Z<.llvt5Name: 

1t{2 V~\\p", \)1' Sk &-7"SU~Address: 
------------~~t----------------

Email: "LM~~ltovry)f0Jcy (J (f=<.,l, ~ 



Date: _1-+1_2..-_1_f_o'1__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. II Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in ca~ibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _'--,--Zf--(.v-----'-1----L-f_OCf__ 
I 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

I 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEI LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, prepa:redness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
curr.ent network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, v. 7)Name: 

Address: CA'1 Me I 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) hil.Ve written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _7-,--(V1_7_ID_r__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the maior problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED I LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations tha~ are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: -
Email: 



Date: _(\--(&_1+---(0_1__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMEDI LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5112 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibrat10n. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



] (-v1 (ocrDate: 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of 'Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometeJ;'s at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: R~,d ~ULe W

'\ r~ 
Address: 

Email: 



Date: ~Z-2fo !f1 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems' in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionucIide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such.as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: J ., 

Email: 
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Date: ______________________ 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions, I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in 'the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lJalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order, In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations,that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _--,--~_z_7_'_0_1___ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the IIalternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in caliqration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle %million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. II Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed'reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on lIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED I LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

I 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOE'/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I 0 bject to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three loqations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: Sf
7 

V \ 

Email: 



Date: ---'-t---t----+--

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, Bf T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismqmeters at three locations that are not kept in ca1ibratio~. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



1 v1(o1Date: ___-'--_______ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major 'problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the 1/ alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: D)j /11--/0 CZ 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.rnn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/ Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) 'have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the 1/ alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such.as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espafiola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at. three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

Address: 

Email: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOFjLANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexaval~nt chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/ LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, f re 5JName: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.rnn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major' problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under f/ alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain f/legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.rnn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: __fO-f/_v-_s--,f_o_1+-'___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major'problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on lIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are !lot kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: jO--~ 2-'5 ,2£Jti 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requiremepts" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOE'/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOE'/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locatiqns that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOE'/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOE'/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: ~~~ \J--,~\s:,~ \9=~ 
Address: '7<2·QJL ~~ ... <;;y- ~t?4~"'f?;,. £<2 \:J l::'" ~,~ 
Email: r-~D\LO~0 '- ~\~~\~© 6J::A::~\'- \ C Of..../\ 



'I ---is ·'oqDate: _---.:(~___~__'______ 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle V4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED I LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept iIJ. calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED / LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MD As A, B, U and V at T A-21. DOE/ LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED ILANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEj LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 7 -7..- r::z_-_Cff-,-'___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. JI Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on 'ialternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the JI alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of iialternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under II alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOE/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOE/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration.. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOE/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

;I 

Address: to B91 3JOd~ 
Email: 



Date: __~~~__~~________ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/ alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept,in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 1 . 7J? .OJ' 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
'of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEI LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismom~ters at three locations that are not kept in calibration. ! 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ----1Zfr-l-t-'---"-=~&-1-/O--+~_ 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
'of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of i'alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. , 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ---=..1-1--'!Z;"--J..1-,-(°-+7__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on Jlalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The N AS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000, Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection, 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations th~t are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the I 

DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations ,that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _7-+--lu-----+-t_{ff__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences '(NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration.. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date 7/
( 

v" ((f! 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written 'detailed reports that describe the major problems in th'e 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the /I alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/ LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are no.t kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _----=--_-_2.._10_-_0_4____ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at tlu:ee locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ¥/1(OJ, 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. 1object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the II alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under IIalternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espafiola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three.1ocations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: ZiNvtJ /1-~ 5'c::utA ~ 
Email: _~___________IV_ftct7'J?)J 



Date: J LL\<t 1&r uuo1 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle %million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the fI alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
cun:ent network consists of only seismometers at three 10cC).tions that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: \~ \) ~~.t)~ CA, C Sere~ fc. 
Email: '1 9'\ h..\ S-:trf&.. ~"h U> <--) a.,'h oQ, Lbrl 



Date: B·\5 -OJ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written'detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector Generat the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at t4ree locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _7'-----=--Zlo~·O_i___ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /IAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under II alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain I/legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs AI B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/ LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only sei~mometers at three locations that are not kept in calibr'ltion. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 1- 2.G -01 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failureof the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs AI B, T, U and VatTA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that ar~ not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: Sftm-t{,J I. (L~t.;wk 
Address: 11f '" ef() 22f14;U/A.. /vM.- gzf?L 

Email: 



Date: _(-'---j-(_U,,-+-'(----10~i---.__ 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the lO-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEI LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongOing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismomete1;s at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: -----'t----'L{--=.CUM~_O____'Cl__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year;J The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the Ifalternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an im.portant example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionucIide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in ciUibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: -------=---.JL~2~3--r->;;_t?-4--L_ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of IIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: ~.~ ~."----=-"'~~~-----
Address: /330 Y '5//v~r I?~~/c ~/ p{)f- I At34>,1 /tJ~ g--;/!) 

Email: ~(Id4 _ ,5ora 1/ t @ ':)'" hOD. "-Dr!"', 



Date: . J~~?Jot100j 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative reqUirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at thre!= locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date, JLll1 u, ( oj 
John E. Kielingl Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlifel public health and the 
environment. In 20041 NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. II Alternative Requirements l
' Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 

years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the i 

DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the lialternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under IIalternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain lilegacy waste I' which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G I Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs AI B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
publiC meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration., 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _---.:...(-+-I_z,·-'----(.I--{°_1__
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
o'f Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that deScribe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/ LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ----'-+-=--.:.....t----

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

I 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network; consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: --=3-,L-,)_Z,---I-?j't_&_f__ 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the lO-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the opf>n air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IJ Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IJ alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under II alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced publiC participation requirements for early, ofteIlt meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MD As, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ___{-f-~_1--_7---,-(_O_1__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and VatTA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current n~twork consists of only seismometers at three locations, that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: __7-+/_Z-_h_·.1-1_0-,-'___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1J4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the majot problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in c~libration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: "7 - L 7 - 07 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IiAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of pnly seismometers at three locations that are not kept :ip calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _/l-'---f/~ZJ';-I-f--/---ftY?7 =-f-
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. II Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the fI alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIaltemative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 

, current network consists of only seismometers at thre!= locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _--'-11 (_,-,_1...1.--(0--,-1_ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOEjLANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the 1/ alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/ alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instiuments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network cpnsists of only seismometers at three locations that are ,not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: __I (r--z_1_f_o _J.1.....-' 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle %million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the If alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/ alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 {TA
54} and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. , 

I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _--'---111f--7.--_1-+-l_0I__
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John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current. network consists of only seismometers at three locatiops that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 4jW4 )~'6l-' AGNes 2RAkO vir, m 
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Date: 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

S. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in cali\:>ration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _1+-(~_7-----,-(_61__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept ;in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/ LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: C% a~ r;)oC( 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOFjLANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOFjLANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOFjLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismomet~rs at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOFjLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOFjLANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: +-1--=---===-----+-=--------\----

John Kieling, rogram Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the lO-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the II alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED /LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MD As, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: oiJ\vJ~~~f ~ :rvh,\~\A 21J~ 
Address: <&0 2 4JVd,uiL lfvll )Y\Y'\M~ h~ &J:5ZJj 
Email: &tll'vvA<V1ctAifi (? ~~. <=-O-V------o, 

~~ 



Date: ---=-7_.z,--,-~,_OlL--___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three 10catioIV> that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: .~\G~\( 1\du:: 
Address: 2(Q\D CCl~O JR.de '- S~ )JW\. 8~ 
Email: 



Date: ~. \W:: .o~ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.ron.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

rmake the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LAi'JL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. , 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/ LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _1--,---(_~_~_.0_'1_'___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1f4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I objectto the revised LANL draft permitthat relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of OI;U.y seismometers at three locations that are not kept in f2alibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOFfLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOFfLANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: U wu,1 tv f1I 
I I 

Email: 



Dare ~rr 
John E. Kieling, rogram Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the IIalternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under IIalternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

l 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismop:leters at three locations that are not kept in calibratioll. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _----l(_._l-_y'-------.b---"'-------__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOFfLANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOFfLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MOAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MOAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. OOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MOAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, OOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network cons;ists of only seismometers at three locations that are no~ kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



0 

Date: __7__Li_,o_l___ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

30 Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at th,ree locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _------'--_' "'_~_'_()_'___ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major 'problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-2l. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are flot kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



7·-z.tJ,ocr
Date: _____________________\ __ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I 0 bject to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOFjLANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOFjLANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOFjLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three location~ that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOFjLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOFjLANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



7·~~,oiDate: ___________ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /IAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have'written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The N AS Final Report described the 1/ alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain I/legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: if 

Email: 



Date: _":::;t-+/2-=--.:6"---f-"#",,--V;+--
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under II alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is reqUired to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept, in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: __1-t-(zk---l--{0_1__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.rnn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network c;onsists of only seismometers at three locations that are; not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _1-=-+(--,,-2.:_5-,--(o---\-J__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12;500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOE/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major 'problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on 1/alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of lIalternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOE/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of m;uy seismometers at three locations that are not kept in ~alibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

dt&~ 
Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ___~__.l...-_-I__ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such, as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 


Address: :2~0 Ow 'l4it:J-lA£ da C'2- - __~tUI ir£ ~ I 'N U! tf(~O? 

Email: ~d CLfJ ~ ap;f( Will. 




Date: 
(
chh ,2-- ,) 

;--

2{!7fj
_J, t 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not J.<ept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: Ju.l12-5 (2001 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ; 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MD As G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



I 

Date )uli 7-'7 i ZffD'1 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongOing failure to prOVide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that aJ;e not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: j 4 7..fj I 1N)4 
John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the IIalternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: J~1 ti {z»b'l 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOFfLANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the I 

DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of /Ialternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOFfLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and VatTA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seislllometers at three locations that are not kept in calibra~on. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date Jo.1..-1 1~ (-zfilfl 

John Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on IIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED / LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, and L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of, only seismometers at three locations that are not kept 1n calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on /Ialternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED / LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kep~ in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: _....I.L-)-----,I.tL--+-y_·v----'-~+-fWD_1r-
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john:kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/ Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the 1/ alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/ alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain I/legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANLhave been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three lpcations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: or, 
Email: b O/vTtIl Fe ~) t1 



Date: _J~'_v-_l--+y__"Z,_1-,-\-(_"2-0_
6_1_._ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe' the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, and L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network copsists of only seismometers at three locations that are I').ot kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle %million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IiAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports tHat describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



-2-<-f.oDate: __~___(_--'-____ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /IAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under /I alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espafiola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: _~\'7~ CALLtL Do}...) --.s-o~" 
Email: f'J {lA, 



John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazdidous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of SCiences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under "alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuc1ide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, V and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such,as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in cali~ration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: ---rl-'--""----t------'-- I 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. /I Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on lIalternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 5 1/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such. as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Ms Ellen Kemper 
Email: 2300 W Alameda St Apt BJ 

Santa Fe, NM 87507 



7 - ~tf .01Dare: ______________________ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 

Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 

2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 

E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 


Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 

Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 

LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 


1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. IIAlternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major'problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
. groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March I, 2005 NMED I LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under Iialternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I 0 bject to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations, that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: SeMMedwA, 2,,/21:}6 ?/i1tfdfA~ 
Email: Ie Ilq nu lid /Ide [&11 rWh}/tcjrJJ Ii, J-r ' 



Date: __'7_-_V_~,---'6_1__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have'written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the /I alternative requirements" in the 
March 1, 2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOFfLANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOFfLANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOEjLANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOFfLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOEjLANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers ,at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOFfLANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEjLANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOFfLANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

,-Email: 



? - 1-.U. 0 'tDate: _____-,______ 

John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences '(NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the /I alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under 1/alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, Bf Tf U and Vat T A-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as prOViding access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three loca.tions that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reBa ble network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
,Name: -Elviff LtJ@ 

tl", 
Address: V;aprM tt21'7 tz(:;1n J?d 
Email: <a tl1t1 Je 7 AIr! 81SOf 

/ / 



Date: __'--'-"_-_z,_<-f_<_0_1__ 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle 1/4 million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOF/LANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. 1/Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed'reports that describe the major problems in the ' 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the "alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOF/LANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and V at TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MDAs, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the decision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 

mailto:john.kieling@state.mn.us


As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismometers at three locations that are not kept in calibration. 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOEI LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 



Date: '1 ';lS r 0 I 
John E. Kieling, Program Manager 
Hazardous Waste Bureau - New Mexico Environment Department 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303 
E-mail: john.kieling@state.mn.us 

Dear Mr. Kieling: 

I make the following public comments about the revised draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which will allow the Department of Energy (DOE) and 
LANL to handle % million pounds of hazardous waste each year during the 10-year permit. 

1. STOP Open Air Burning of Hazardous Waste. I object to NMED allowing DOE/LANL to use 
the open air for burning 12,500 pounds of hazardous waste each year. The open burning releases 
poisons into the air we breathe, which poses a direct threat to the wildlife, public health and the 
environment. In 2004, NMED stopped the open burning of household trash because of toxic 
emissions. I support NMED requiring DOFjLANL to install a confined burn facility as an 
alternative to open burning. 

2. "Alternative Requirements" Do Not Protect Groundwater. Many reports over the past five 
years have described the overall failure of the DOE/LANL to protect the precious groundwater 
resources from contamination by LANL sources of chemical and nuclear wastes. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the DOE Inspector General and the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS) have written detailed reports that describe the major problems in the 
DOE/LANL groundwater protection practices and lack of compliance with the regulations. 

I object to the revised LANL draft permit that relies on "alternative requirements" for 
groundwater protection. The NAS Final Report described the"alternative requirements" in the 
March 1,2005 NMED/LANL Consent Order as an important example of the failure of the LANL 
groundwater protection practices. The use of "alternative requirements" has not worked. For 
example, dangerous and fast-moving hexavalent chromium was discovered in the regional aquifer 
over 51/2 years ago in wells directly west of the Buckman wells. Santa Fe pumps over 40% of its 
drinking water from the Buckman wells. No one knows the extent or direction of the hexavalent 
chromium plume - work done under"alternative requirements" in the Consent Order. In order to 
protect our precious drinking water, NMED must require DOFjLANL to strictly comply with 
the groundwater requirements of 40 CFR 264, Sections 90 through 101. 

3. Public Participation Must Be Early, Often, Meaningful and Continuous. The EPA has issued 
enhanced public participation requirements for early, often, meaningful and continuous contact 
with the public about cleanup of the old LANL dump sites that are known as MDAs. The 25 
dumps contain "legacy waste" which are dangerous mixtures of chemical and radionuclide 
wastes. The LANL Legacy Waste Dump Sites include MDAs G, Hand L at Technical Area 54 (TA
54) and MDAs A, B, T, U and Vat TA-21. DOE/LANL have been lax in fulfilling public 
participation requirements for the cleanup of the 25 LANL MD As, such as providing access to 
documents and opportunities for public input into the deCision-making processes and holding 
public meetings. Further, DOE/LANL is required to establish an Information Repository where 
permit documents are readily available to the public. 
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As an act of Restorative Justice and in order to meet the needs of both urban and rural 
communities and future generations, NMED must require DOF/LANL to establish both a 
physical Information Repository in the Espanola Valley as well as a virtual Information 
Repository. Further, NMED must require DOF/LANL to meet the enhanced participation 
requirements for early, often, continuous and meaningful contact with the public as specified 
by the EPA for both the Consent Order and the Final LANL Permit. 

4. Emergency Management, Planning, Preparedness and Response. Over the past 10 years, 
serious deficiencies in the DOE/LANL Emergency Management and Response Division have been 
found by several government auditing agencies, including the DOE Inspector General, the 
Government Accountability Office and the Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board. The expert 
reports described serious problems with LANL fire protection before the Cerro Grande Fire of 
2000. Now new expert reports describe the ongoing failure to provide fire protection. 
I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without 
meeting the emergency management, planning, preparedness and response requirements. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations of the expert reports and 
require their implementation before the permit is finalized for the 26 hazardous waste 
management units. 

5. Seismic Hazard on the Seismically Active Volcanic Pajarito Plateau. A 2007 report described 
a 50% increase in the seismic hazard at LANL. The 2007 report identified many deficiencies in the 
knowledge of the seismic hazard but the necessary studies are not being performed. The 2007 
report identified the failure of DOE/LANL to install and operate a reliable network of seismic 
instruments (seismometers) to accurately monitor the seismic hazard from ground motions. The 
current network consists of only seismoLp.eters at three locations that are not kept in calibration., 

I object to NMED allowing DOF/LANL to continue to manage hazardous waste without the 
necessary studies of the seismic hazard and without a reliable network of seismometers. 
NMED must conduct a full investigation into the recommendations from these seismic reviews 
before the permit is finalized for the hazardous waste management units. 

6. Financial Assurance Requirements. DOE/LANL do not want to provide the financial 
documents that say they will have funding available in order to cleanup the contaminated facilities 
at LANL when they are done using them. I support NMED requirements in the revised draft 
permit that DOF/LANL must meet all of the financial assurance requirements for each of the 26 
hazardous waste management units. 

7. Additional Comments. 

Sincerely, 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 


