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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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SOCORRO COUNTY

Quad: Bustos Well 7%°

1.

2.

NM-274-3-1
Lucky Don. (Bonanza)
MM=-274-3-2

Little Davie

guad:, Indian Spring Canyon 7%'

1.

NM~247~3-1

Hook Ranch Prospect {Jaralosa)

Quad: Lemitar 7%’

1.

MM-273-2-1

Jackpot No. 1 (Carter, Tolliver, Cook)

Quad: Riley 157

1.

NM-248-0-1

Jeter (or Charley #2)

Ouad: Sierra de la Cruz 7%"

1.

NM~-274-2-1

Union #1

Quad: South Baldy 7%

1.

uM-296-2-1

Big Chief $4
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Date visited 8/8/79

Mine ﬁame[s) _Jeter (or Charley #2) . T County - Socarro N
o . ) — . :

Section _ SWe, NE% 35 Twnsh, 3N . R. 2w

Quadrangle sheet  Riley 15'

Mining district ‘Ladrone

Elevat'ion 5,700"

Nearest ca.ty and/or dwelllngs _Ma.ck_B_r_an Ranch; 2 mles southwest

~ The Jeter or‘Charley #2 Mine is- located on the éast edge of the Ladrone Mountalns.-
Tt may be reached by'taklng the U.S. no. 60 exit 25 miles morth of Socorro-en.

‘T-25. Then get on 61d U.S. no. 85 southward and cross old bridge over the Rio
Puerco and take dirt road to west for 11 miles to the mine.

The mine consists of a decline and one open pit; .(see photos'as& b).g‘The.120=15°
decline is oriented approximately N 80° E, is well timbered, but caved in at 25’
feet from portal. Portal dimensicns are 6' high, 10' wide; a row of timbers
‘leads down the center of the decline. Back is stable for the 25 foot distance

to the cave inj; although the. tlmbers lean to the 1eft danger appears mlnlmal at

" this p01nt._ . .

. The open pit is about 125 feet' to the north of the portal. It is approximately
I50 x 300 feet, elongate N-S, and contained a shallow pond nearly 100 feet long
at the time of the visit. Local rancher who - grazes the section dld not complain
of stock hazards or the Water quallty -

Directly out from the decline is a 25 x 25 foot concrete slab upon which rested
the hoist and draw works; 1% in. diam.. bolts remain_anchored in the foundations,

~.. see photos. The mine dump is to the 1mmedlate NW of the concrete slab and shown

in the same photo; it is -about 4t hlgh and up to 100' feet in maXLimum: dlmenslon.
No scintillometer readlngs are . available.. ’ X . :
Disturbance is not severe or exten51ve but. nevertheless hlghly v131b1e° no
buildings remaln. Total dlsturbed area is 400.-x 400 feet. or approx1mate1y 3.5
acres. :

b .
-

The uranium occurs in mostly oxidized forms in'a 1-10 foot thick sheared dark -
gray clayey material. and bleached tuffaceous sandstone near the base of the
Popotosa fm. (Hilpert, 1969, p. 55). The Popotosa fm., has here been faulted
against the underlylng Precambrian granite along the Cerro Colorado fault.

The mine was operated during the 1954-1958 perlod Hllpert (1969), however,

last registration with the State Mine Inspegtor's Office was in August, 1957.

By that time it had acquired the additional names of "Jeter and Hattie™ and "Hattie
#2": the owner was listed as Seaboard 0il and Gas. Production statistics are
being made available in the form of "U.S. Dept. of Energy Ore Production Reports-—
U.5. Government Contracts, 1948-197Q" accoiding to William Chenoweth U.S. Department
of Energy (personal communication) .
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‘Photo (a) Jeter Decline, looking east from hoist foundation area;
note hat for scale.

Photo (b) Close-up of Jeter Decline.

_ %@ ~I1S








