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S&R pleads guilty

By Dsborah Ensor
The Taos Naws

. Joshua Rael, 21, an em-
Pployee of S&R Sewage Service,
rleaded guilty Sept. 16 to pol-
uting the Rio Grande waters
with diluted raw sewage near
the Orilla Verde recreation site
in March 1994,
" According to the charge,

Rael pleaded guilty b se he
Hwillfully andg:egllgently dis-
charged and caused the dis-
charge of pollutants, that is,
‘water whiegohad been pumped
from the Rio Grande diluted
with raw sewage remaining on
the walls of the sewage dis-
fpoeal tank truck after the con-
Xents of the tank truck had
been previously pumped out at
A permitted site.”

+ Loretta Rael, co-owner of
S&R and Joshua Rael's
‘mother, said the charge
stemmed from something that
‘was at least “three-quarters
the faull of the BLM [Bureau
.of Land Management).”

S&R had a contract with the
BLM to pump the portable
units at the Orilla Verde
recreation site in Pilar, she
said, They require that the
portables be filled with water
after emptying. According to
the contract, that water “may
be obtained from sources
within the recreation sites or
arens” and the “"suction hose
used to pump the toilets shali
not be used to pump water
{rom the Rio Grande.”

. According to Loretta Rael,
Joshua Rael changed hoses,
pumped water from the Rio
Grande into his empty tank
and went to fill the portable
Amnits with water. “But they
‘Bidn't need water,” Loretta
Rael said, “because ice had
-melted during the winter time
and made it sludge enough.”

- dJoshua Rael then released
“:the water from his tank into an
.area of willows behind the

Rangeland reform kept on hold

Interior, New Mexico Sen. Pete Domenici said
in a releass, ] am pleased that the conferees
have agreed to give us time to find an alterna-
tive to Secretary [Bruce] Babbitt's regulation.
To that end, I am working to find a consensus
that will prove more beneficial in bringing
stability to the management of our federal ran-
gelands. This th
Babbitt rules will give us time to address
multiple use and other concerns that may need
clarification in my original bill.”

In late August Babbitt began implementing
his “Rangeland Reform 84" regulations. If
signed into law, the moratorium would prevent
the Bureau of Land

A joint Senate-House conference committee
has eed to a 90-day moratorium ‘on con-
implementation of rangeland reforms
promoted by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt.

In conference negotiations, House conferees
agreed last week to retain the moratorium in
.the 1996 Interior Appropriation Bill. The
moratorium was included in the Senate version
of the bill. The conference committee is workin
to reconcile differences in the Senate an

‘House-passed versions of the spending bill.
il has now been referred back to both
‘houses of Congress for final approval before it is
sent to President Clinton. The 1996 federal fis-
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" cal year began Sunday (Oct. 1).
As a8 member of t{

e Senate Appropriations
Committee and its subcommittes on the

BLM office, she said. He was
cited for not haying a permit to
dischargs water.

According t9-Charna Lefton
of the BLM Albuquerque
district office, Joshua Rael
pumped approximately 1,000
gallons of water out of the river
“and used it to flush out his
tank, wash it out and then
dumped the water back in the
river.”

She said the discharge was
filled with “raw sewage, solid
waste matter. It was not just a
little ‘bit that overflowed. He
used it to flush out his tank.
That's what our law enforce-
ment reported.”

Loretta Rael said not only
was that not true, but that the
BLM does not have a permit to
withdraw waters from the Rio

Grande, so they should have
never a‘lowed &R to do it in
the first place.

Lefton said the permit for
pumping water comes from the
State Engineers office, not the
BLM, and that the contract
stipulates that S&R must com-
ply with all state and federal
regulations,

“It's not the BLM's responsi-
bility to make sure he is aware
of the regulations,” she said.

And although this was the
first BLM citation S&R
received, Lefton said the Raels
had been issued two warnings
on two previous violations for
teking water out of the Rio
Grande by the State Engineers
Office.

“So he knew it was illegal to
take water out of there”
Lefton said.

Joshua Rael pleaded guilty
in U.S. District Court in Santa
Fe and faces up to one year in
jail and $25,000 in fines. Sen-
tencing has been set for Nov.
29.

“This has been a horrendous
experience,” Loretta Rael said,
“because the government has
taken it to the harshest point

spendin

any mongy on continue
tion of those plans.

each step of the way. ... I don't
know what to fear, the worst,
or something better.”

Because the incident hap'

pened on federal lands; it is a
federal crime, “The federal lev-
el,” Rael snid, *it's quite a bit
stricter and scarier.”

Steve Rael, Joshua's father
and co-owner of S&R, said
"“We have gone through hell
emotionally. Josh is scared, he
has a clean record, he's never
been in trouble, All of a sudden
lthia big government thing
comes down."

Both Loretta and Steve Rael
said they are unhappy with,the
way the BLM handied the inci-
dent and with the working
relationship they had,

According to reports and to
the Raels, about 10 shovelfuls
of sewage had to be cleaned up.
When the water was dis-
charged from the holding tank,
there was enough raw sewage
on the sides that some was
dumped with the water,
Loretta Rael said, "and that
was all. He did not use that
water to clean the tank.”

“In fact," said Steve Rael,
“the tank had been empty for
17 hours.”

“The twist to the story is
that the BLM does the exact
sama thing,” Loretta Rae) said.
“They had to clean up 10 shov-
elfuls of contaminated soil and
they just pushed it back inte
the river."

In a memo from the water
resource specialist to the
Water Quality Bureau, it
stated that the *BLM had
cleaned up the site by pushing
the contaminated soils into the
river.”

That same memao also stated
that Annie Apodaca of the
BLM inspected the site, and
her  inspection revealed
“sanitary napkins, paper prod-
ucts and other hard evidencs of
the presence of septage.”

ree-month suspension of the

Management from
agelmplemenul-
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to dumping charge

Ken McCallum of the New

Mexico Environment Depart-

ment said that the 10 shovel.
fuls probably fell into the river
due to the high spring runoff,
“The river level rose in just a

.day or two, so the remainder

just floated into the river be-
c?gne of the higher water lay-
el.

“Our law enforcement peo-
ple said he backed up his truck
and then just dumped into
river,” Lefton seid. "He was
seen doing that by staff, but by
the time he pulled away, it was
riainghwater and it was swepl
into the river before our people
could get to it. There was not
an attempt to throw it into
river.”

Steve Rael said there were
no witnesses and that Joshua
Rael was “not caught in the
act” of anythihg.

LOOKING

The North Cemral Solid Waste Planning Camimi
performing kin:range planning for the handiing
within Taes, Rin Arriba and Les Abmos Couptie
lease of their property for use as a regional lindf
this purpesed dhenild be at feast 50 acres in exterr
requirertients of the North Central Solid Wage P
Erviranment Diepartment. The commtitree resen
Inwjuiiries and propasals shonkd be nibmitted by (
at Soider, Mifler and Associates (conmiltants to it
Sutite C, Santa Fe, NM 87505; telephone 473921
Pueblo, PO Rox 580, Espatiols, NM A7532: telept
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