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INTRODUCTION 

During the   course   o f   th i s   inves t iga t ion   approximate ly  200 

.uranium mine sites were v i s i t e d .  Although these sites are 

d is t r ibu ted   th roughout  20 c o u n t i e s   t h e   m a j o r i t y   a r e   i n  McKinley, 

San  Juan,  and  Valencia  Counties,  along  the  western and southern 

margin  of  the S.an &an Basin. Other count ies   with  an  appreciable  

number of sites are Grant,  Rio  Arriba,  Sandoval, Sierra, and 

Socorro. 

Field work commenced i n  August, 1979 and  extended  although 

not   cont inuously,   in to  May, 1980.  Information  obtained  during 

t h e   o n - s i t e   v i s i t s   i n c l u d e d   l o c a t i o n ,   t y p e  and s i z e  of  mine, 

condition  of  mine,  host  formation,  dimensions  of  remaining 

s t ruc tures ,   p roximi ty   to   res idences   o r   v i l lages ,  water q u a l i t y  

da t a ,  and rad ia t ion   l eve ls ,   a l though a gamma ray .pc in t i l l ome te r  

was not   ob ta ined   for   the   p ro jec t   un t i l   October  20,  1979. An 

e f f o r t  was  made to   contact   landowners  whenever  and  wherever 

poss ib le ,  however, no systematic   a t tempt  w a s  made to   de te rmine  

land  and  mineral  ownership  during t h i s  phase of t h e   i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Mine operat ion  data   has   been  included  where  avai lable .  

This  consists  of  information  on  ore  grades,   production  history 

mineralogy,  and  mine  operator. O l d  pub l i ca t ions  of the U.S. 

AEC and t h e  State Mine I n s p e c t o r s   o f f i c e  were h e l p f u l   i n  t h i s  

area. 

The mine r epor t s   a r e   a r r anged   a lphabe t i ca l ly  by county  with 

each  county  having i t s  own index. A NM- o r  AZ-mine i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

number i s  given w i t h  each  mine name in   t he   i ndex .  I t  i s  an AML 

” numbering  system  devised by Don Baker, Jr. The f i r s t   p a r t  Of t h i s  



i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number i s  based  on a U.S .  Soil   Conservation 

Service  numbering  system  of 15 '  quadran gles  beginning  with 1 i n  

the  northwest  corner  of  the state t o  24 i n   t h e   n o r t h e a s t   c o r n e r ,  

then   re turn ing   to   the   wes te rn   border   to  start a new t ier .  The 

second p a r t   r e f e r s   t o  a 7%' quad w i t h i n   t h e  15 '  quad; t h e s e   a r e  

numbered counterclockwise  from 1 i n   t h e  NE quadran t   t o  4 i n   t h e  

SE. The ' l a s t   p a r t   o f   t h e  number refers t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  mine I 

wi th in   t he  I%.' quad. An AZ- p re f ix   i nd ica t e s   t he  15 '  quadrangle 

is  an  Arizona  quad t h a t   o v e r l a p s   t h e  New Mexico s t a t e  boundary. 
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VALENCIA COLNTY 

Quad: DOS Lomas 71' 

26.  "149-4-26 

Double Jerry  (Vallejo) 

27. NM-149-4-27 

Christmas Day 

28. EM-149-4-28 

Red Bluff C l a i m s  1,2,3,4,5,9 

29.  NM-149-4-29 

Black Hawk, Bunney, Gay Eagle, Red Bluff,  and LEC 

30. "149-4-30 

Last  Chance 

32. N"149-4-32 

Taffy (Bonanza) 

33.  NM-149-4-33 

La J a r a  

34.  S.1-149-4-34 

Zia 

35.  N"149-4-35 

Linear  Prospecting  Trenches 

Quad: Dough Mountain 74' 

1. NM-199-1-1 

Sandy (South Laguna Mines) 
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.. 

r z c. 

. .  Date visited . 2/1/80. 

Mine nZme(S) Double Jerrv  (V+lleio) . .  County Valencia . . . .  (McKinley) . .  . .  

Section N W ~  3 Twnsh, . 12 N R.. 9 IJ . .  - . .  

. Elevat'ion 6,980' . . .   . . .  
. .  

. .  

gear&+ ci$y and/or dwellings 
. .  

, .. , _ .  . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . .  .. 
. , . -  

. .  . .  - .: 
The Double Jer ry  is located, i n  sec. 3 bf T.  12 N ;  ;R.' 9 W . ,  i n  Valencia Co.., however, .. 

. t he   po r t a l  is i n   t h e  SWk sec. 34 o f  .T.' 13 N . ;  R. 9 W . ,  i n  McKinley.Co. Mast references 
have . l i s ted   the  mine as  being Sn Valencia Co. . ' . 

. . .  . .  
. , 'The mine is access ib le   v ia   the  Roundy  Ranch road which .leaves  'statelhighway no. 53. .  ' 

7.3 .mi.  no r th  of . the.  no.. 53 and no. 66 j unc t ion   a t  Milan;  Travel.  northeastward on 
the  ranch.iroad,  staying le f t   a t   a l l ' road   forks   un t i l . aScending   the  mesa i n  secti'on 
4. . I n  the  middle of sec. 4 turn  lef t   again.and  fol low  t ra i l   nor thward  across  ' 

' Pass  through gate and fo l low road  approximately 112 m i . ,  t o  mine which is very  near. 
drainage  l ine to   s ec ;  4/sec:33 fence   l ine ,   then   r igh t   to  U.S.. Forest  Service  gate. 

. . the  'southern l i n e  of sec. 34. 

. .  

. The.wprkings  consist of a 600' long,' 20' incl ine  ( incl ined  adi t )   dr iven  into  Todi l to .  
- limestone.. The 12 '  x. 12'  timber  head  frame and load  out and the  12.'. x 16' wooden 

. .  shack  that housed tfie ho i s t  remain a t   the   s i te   ( see   photos  a & b) .  ..The portal: 
i s  about 6 '  high x 8'  wide and timbered;  incline was tracked and  t,inibered.'  Caving 

diameter  hole-has caved  through. to   the  incl ine  (see  photo c). Also .shprun i n   t h e  '. : 

across  the  tou of the   inc l ine .  All mine timberinn i s  . i n  poor  condition and fhe 

C .  lias  exposed . the   f i r& 25' of the  . incl ine and '100'  back 'fr'om the   por ta l  'a 20' 

. .photo i s  a small   drainage  l ine  t .hat .  passes immed.iately  behind the Caved area and 

. s i t e  could be' considered  slightly  hazardous.  Scintillometer  readings  in  the . - 
.. area of the  portal   and. loadout   faci l i ty . range from 350-600 cps., o r  up . to  9 x background. 

. .  A small powder magazine. i s  v i s i b l e  on the  slope  about 3001 .southwest of the, mine. ' 

. .  . .  .. . .  . .  
' The mine was opened i n  1957.and.operated by Vallejo Uranium Mines Inc . ,   un t i l  

.. 

i t  closed  in  1962.. ' By late 1958 i t  had  produced  about 1,,6.00 tons qf high  lime, .low' 
vanadium ore  that  averaged:.21% U 0 Total  production is  not known. .:+.' 3 8' 

. .  
.. 
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Photo  (a) V i e w  no r theasmard   o f  Doubie J e r r y  Nine. 

Photo (b) V i e w  northward of t imbered   i nc l ine  and the  headframe  and  loadout ,  
from  drainage l ine ;  range   po le  i s  on nar row  d iv ide   be tween  dra inage   l ine   and  
caved   a rea   over   the   inc l ine .  



Photo  (c) View southward  showing  the mine dump on t h e   l e f t ,   t h e   p o r t a l  and  caved  area  behind,  and 
t h e  smal l   d ra inage  line on t h e   r i g h t .  




