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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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Quad: Bread Springs 7%’

1. NM-146-2-1

Diamond 2 (Largo) .

Quad: Church Rock 7%'
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; Date Visited 12/4/79

Mine name{s) TFoutz #3 (Yellow Jacket) County McKinley
Section SE%, SE% 31 Twnsh. 16 N R. 16 W

Quadrangle Sheet Church Rock 7%'

Mining district Church Rock

" Elevation__ 7,200’

Nearest City and/or dwelling Sprinmgstead Trading Post, 1% mi. NW. Numerous singl_e'

family dwellings within 2 mi. radius of mine.

The Foutz #3 is located approximately 2% air miles NE of Church Rock {Red Rock
State Park area). Mine is accessible by dirt road leaving the Church Rock
highway about 3 mi. north of Church Rock and traveling east for 1 mi. Take
turn off on another dirt road to right (south) for 1 mi. to mine site.

The mine consists of 4 interconnected adits driven into a 25' sandstone of the
Brushy Basin member of the Morrison fm,; 3 are driven southwestward and 1
eastward. The easternmost adit, photo (a), has an 8' x 8' portal that leads
southward into fairly extensive workings. An open stope area lies off to the
left about 15' into the mine. The area is up to 50" across with a raise and

2 drifts begun at the southern end. Several places along the face just inside
the adit produce maximum deflection on the scintillometer (10,000 ecps).

The middle two adits, driven southward side by side, are shown in photo (b).
These lead to another open stope working which is about 120" west of the first
described adit. A view inside this stope is afforded by photo (¢). The photo
shows several drifts leading off southward and eastward, one of which connects
with the eastern workings. The fourth adit, photo (d), also leads into the
workings shown in photo (¢), but from the west side of the sandstone nose; this
adit is driven eastward., Scintillometer readings in this stope were in the
4000-6000 cps range.

The mine dump extends downslope northward from the eastern and middle two
adits (see photo e). While the dump is not large, extending downslope fox
several hundred feet, slopes are very steep and tailings are being: eroded away.

A view westward from the western workings of the mine is shown in photo (£).
The numerous dwellings shown in the valley below are about % mile away.

References: (1) Hilpert, L., 1969, Uranium Resources of NW New Mexico, U.8.G.S.
Prof. Paper 603. ;
(2) Hilpert, L., 19653, Uranium section, in Mineral and Water Resources
of New Mexico: WNew Mexlico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Res -urces
Bull. 87.
(3) Field notes, 12/4/79.
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Photo (a) Foutz 3, looking southﬁest into eastern adit; a jog to left
just inside leads to open stope. To right a drift leads to western
workings. '

Photo (b) Foutz 3, looking southwest into middle two adits each about
8' high, 10" wide; note range pole for scale. Adits lead to western
workings which are open stope and drifts.
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Photo (c) View southeastward inside western workings; note drifts at
rear, and range pole left of center for scale.

Photo (d) View eastward showing western entrance to open stope area shown
in photo (c). Phote (c¢) was taken from a point just inside this entrance



Photo {e) Mine dump just below eastern workings; note remains of sign
" warning of radioactivity at the site.

Photo (f) View westward from mine show1ng local topography and prox1m1ty
of dwellings just visible at left center in middle distance.





