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NMED monitoring air quality following refinery fire in Artesia 

SANTA FE — The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is monitoring air quality in 
Artesia following a fire and explosion Friday morning at the HF Sinclair Navajo Refinery. 

According to the Artesia Police Department, the fire has been extinguished, and all city and 
county emergency services have cleared the area. The cause of the explosion remains under 
investigation. 

"We’re working closely with local and state partners to see how this fire might affect air quality, 
“said Cindy Hollenberg, chief of the NMED Air Quality Bureau. “State teams are on the way to 
Artesia to take a closer look and help support the response. Keeping the community safe and 
informed is our top priority.” 

NMED teams are in route to the scene to further assess conditions and support local response 
efforts. The department will issue another press release as more information becomes available. 

Residents are advised to follow guidance from local emergency officials, including staying 
indoors and keeping doors and windows closed if smoke is visible in their area. The Artesia 
Police Department initially reported thick smoke drifting over parts of the city. 

NMED continues to evaluate conditions and will share updates through official channels as they 
are available. Residents are encouraged to follow guidance from local emergency officials. 

###  
 

NMED does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in the administration of its 
programs or activities, as required by applicable laws and regulations. NMED is responsible for coordination of compliance 
efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning non-discrimination requirements implemented by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, including 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 13 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 
1972. If you have any questions about this notice or any of NMED’s non-discrimination programs, policies or procedures, you 
may contact: Kate Cardenas, Non-Discrimination Coordinator | NMED |1190 St. Francis Dr., Suite N4050 | P.O. Box 5469 | 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 or (505) 827-2855 or nd.coordinator@env.nm.gov. If you believe that you have been discriminated against 
with respect to a NMED program or activity, you may contact the Non-Discrimination Coordinator.  
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