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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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Date visited 1/9/80

Mine name {s) Blue Peak (Garcia 1) _ ' County °~ McKinley -

Section Sk NEY 24 Twnsh. 13 N . _ _ R. 10w

-Quadrangle sheet Dos Lomas 7%' ' ) ) ' N

1'1.{ > 3 3 .
Mining districk Poison Canvon Trend

Elevation 7.350"

. Nearest city and/or dwellinés Ambr051a Lake junction, 3% air mlles exst.

The Blue Peak is located in the S% NEY sec. 24 on the south facing escarpment of
Mesa Montanosa. The mine is immediately west'of' the active Hope Mine, operaked .

by Ranchers Exploration. Before proceeding on to property stop at Ranchers Hope
"Mine office and obtain permission to cross their property. Also a 3ign on approach
to the Blue Peak indigates that Mr. Lee Garcia of Grants (Tele. 287-2406) may have
active claims in area. Some recent drilling was noted im area. .

The Bluye Peak workings consist of 6 separate localities along the outcrop whare-

adits have been driven or started. Going from east to west they are (1) 'a northward
driven 3%' high, 10' wide, 12" long adit with maximum scintillometer reading of ]
1,700 cps (see photo a); (2) 85' west-of first adit is a 4' high, 9' wide portal . .
opening to a 100' long tunnel driven on a N 25w heading with scintillométer readings ;
up to 3,200 cps (photo b); (3) 100" west of second adit is the 3rd adit with-a 6' high, :
7" wide portal, going back at least 75' (photo c). Some roof falls have occurred in |
this adit and entire length was therefore not explored; scintillometer readings’ 25'

inside were up to 1,500 eps. The wooden ore chute shown in the last:photograph of

series is between an and, 3rd adits; (4) 200" west of 3rd adit is the 4th locality,

which consists of a pair of gopher holes 3' deep, one of which has caved (see photo d); ~

(5) 15" west of the gopher holes is a stub adit 3' high, 6' wide, 47 dong (photo e);

and (6) the main adit is 85' to the west of (5); it has a 7' high, 8' wide timbered

portal (see photo f). The adit gog&s.in on a N 15 E heading for at least 75", at e
which point there appears to be some room and plllar structures. -~ Scintillometer-
reading -at portal is 4;000 cps; at 50’ inside where drifts to both left and rlght'
were noted, readings of 3,600 .cps were recorded. This adit.still carries a gotice R
of a 1964 inspection by Mlne Inspector s Office to determine worklng 1evels of Radon
daughters‘ 1nspect0r was D. B, Buddeke. , - ) .

" Phote (g) is a ViEW of the wooden ofe chute between the 2nd and 3td "adits. .Tt dropped -
ore about 40" to the load out level. ‘ - . B T
The deposits-are all in the Poison Canyon sandstone tongue in the Brushy Basin member
of the Morrison fm. They were mined intermittently between 1951~1964 (Hilpert, 1969),
probably by Four Corners Exploration. Additional: 1nformat10n on the geology and
uranium mineralization is glven in Rapaport (1963). )

7

-

References: (1) Hilpert, L., 1969, Uranium Resources of NW New Mexico, U.S.6.S.,
. Prof. Paper 603, p. 37.
{2) Rapaport, I., 1963 Uranium Deposits of the Poison Canyon Ore Trend,
Grants District, in Geology and Technology of the Grants Uranium
Region: New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources, Mem. 15, -
p. 123.
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Photo A Looking northward at easternmost workings at Blue Peak;
adit is 3%' high, 10' wide, 12" long; (may be only powder
magazine but scintillometer read 1700 cps).

Photo B Looking northward at second adit 85'" west of A; portal is
4' high, 9' wide and tunnel continues on a N 25° W trend
for at least 1007,



Photo C Looking northward at 3rd adit going Wést; portal is nearly

Photo D

6' high, 7' wide, and continues on a N 15° W trend for as
far as light goes (at least 75').

Looking northward at 4th workings in series, 200' west along
outcrop from No. 3 in C; probably consists of a pair of

gopher holes, each about 3' deep, but left one has caved or
has been blasted,




Photo E

Looking northward at 5th workings, 15'-20' west of No. 4

shown in D; portal is 4' high, 6' wide, but adit is a stub
going in only 4',

Photo F

Looking northward at last or westernmost adit on Blue Peak
workings, 85'west of stub shown in E. Portal is 7' high,

8' wide, and adit continues on a N 15° E trend for at least

75' at which point there may be some room and pillar structures.
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Photo & View westward along scuth facing escarpment into which
‘Blue Peak adits were driven (upper cut); wooden ore

chute extends from adit level down to loadout level, a
vertical distance of about 40°'.






