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INTRODUCTION 

During the   course   o f   th i s   inves t iga t ion   approximate ly  200 

.uranium mine sites were v i s i t e d .  Although these sites are 

d is t r ibu ted   th roughout  20 c o u n t i e s   t h e   m a j o r i t y   a r e   i n  McKinley, 

San  Juan,  and  Valencia  Counties,  along  the  western and southern 

margin  of  the S.an &an Basin. Other count ies   with  an  appreciable  

number of sites are Grant,  Rio  Arriba,  Sandoval, Sierra, and 

Socorro. 

Field work commenced i n  August, 1979 and  extended  although 

not   cont inuously,   in to  May, 1980.  Information  obtained  during 

t h e   o n - s i t e   v i s i t s   i n c l u d e d   l o c a t i o n ,   t y p e  and s i z e  of  mine, 

condition  of  mine,  host  formation,  dimensions  of  remaining 

s t ruc tures ,   p roximi ty   to   res idences   o r   v i l lages ,  water q u a l i t y  

da t a ,  and rad ia t ion   l eve ls ,   a l though a gamma ray .pc in t i l l ome te r  

was not   ob ta ined   for   the   p ro jec t   un t i l   October  20,  1979. An 

e f f o r t  was  made to   contact   landowners  whenever  and  wherever 

poss ib le ,  however, no systematic   a t tempt  w a s  made to   de te rmine  

land  and  mineral  ownership  during t h i s  phase of t h e   i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Mine operat ion  data   has   been  included  where  avai lable .  

This  consists  of  information  on  ore  grades,   production  history 

mineralogy,  and  mine  operator. O l d  pub l i ca t ions  of the U.S. 

AEC and t h e  State Mine I n s p e c t o r s   o f f i c e  were h e l p f u l   i n  t h i s  

area. 

The mine r epor t s   a r e   a r r anged   a lphabe t i ca l ly  by county  with 

each  county  having i t s  own index. A NM- o r  AZ-mine i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

number i s  given w i t h  each  mine name in   t he   i ndex .  I t  i s  an AML 

” numbering  system  devised by Don Baker, Jr. The f i r s t   p a r t  Of t h i s  



i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number i s  based  on a U.S .  Soil   Conservation 

Service  numbering  system  of 15 '  quadran gles  beginning  with 1 i n  

the  northwest  corner  of  the state t o  24 i n   t h e   n o r t h e a s t   c o r n e r ,  

then   re turn ing   to   the   wes te rn   border   to  start a new t ier .  The 

second p a r t   r e f e r s   t o  a 7%' quad w i t h i n   t h e  15 '  quad; t h e s e   a r e  

numbered counterclockwise  from 1 i n   t h e  NE quadran t   t o  4 i n   t h e  

SE. The ' l a s t   p a r t   o f   t h e  number refers t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  mine I 

wi th in   t he  I%.' quad. An AZ- p re f ix   i nd ica t e s   t he  15 '  quadrangle 

is  an  Arizona  quad t h a t   o v e r l a p s   t h e  New Mexico s t a t e  boundary. 
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SAN MIGUEL COUNTY 

Quad: El Porvenir 7%' 

1. NM-135-2-1 

Sparks - Stone  (Sparks  Stone #1) 

Q U l l  

1. N"131-1-1 

High Peak(High  Peak C l a i m s )  

Quad: Sabinoso 7%' 

1. N"139-2-1 

Sabinoso Uranium Coop. (Lujan Ranch)  (Asco Mine) 

2. N"139-2-2 

Windy 9 

3. N"139-2-3 

Bish Claims 

' 4. N"139-2-4 

Verde (Hunt Oil Co. Sab) 
*Unlocated on Sabins0 Quad. 
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Date visitea '9119179 . 
. .  

Mine name (s) Bish.  Claims . . ... . . County San Miguel 

Section NE% NEk.31 TwnSh * 17 N , , R. . 2 4  E . 

. .  

. .  . .  . .  
Quadrangle sheet Sabinoso . . .. . .  

I . .  
Mining district Sabinoso 

Elevation 4950' 

Nearest' c i t y  and/or dwellihgs 2  mi. sw of  Sabinoso , . .  . .  . .  
. .  

.The Bish  Claims are loca ted  on the  far southwestern  corner  of a.NE-SW t rending  
r i d g e ,  ' with  Cerro d e l  Miguel  Antonio ' t o   t h e  .NE, and. Canon' Sabiriosp k mi1e"over 
the   r i dge  t o  . the '  &W. 

Evidence of an adi t .was   found  a t   the   s i te ,   o re   p t les ,   t imber ,   e tc . ' ,   and   the .  
S t a t e  Mine. Inspec tor  makes r e fe rence   t o  a tunnel ,  howeve:, the.entrance '  may' 
be  caved; as a f t e r   an .   ex t ens ive   . s ea rch  no adit.was  found . .There was &idence ... 
of   ex t ens ive   d r i l l i ng   . ac t iv i ty ,  and 6 l e v e l s  o f  d r i l l  roads,  were'  found 
(photos a and b) .  . .  . .  : 

. .  

. .  . .  
. .  . .. . 

. .  . .  . 
. .  

According to  Einch,  (1972),  the  Bish #2 Mine yielded 30 tons  of  ore,   averaging 
0.10% U 0  and^ 0.4.0% V205. 3 8  

. .  . .  
. . .  . 

. .  . : . .  
. .  

. .  
. .  

.. .. . . . _ .  . . .  

. .  

. .  
. .  .. . 

. .  . .  . .  
" . . .  . ., 

Reference:  (1)  .Finch, 1972, Uranium in   Eas te rn  New flexico, U.S.G.S;, open-f i le  
repor t .  

(2)  U.S. A.E.C. Uranium Mine Records 
(3)  S t a t e  >line  Inspector 

K 
A repor t   l a te r   ob ta ined ,   cour tesy   o f  Wm. Chenoweth,  by I. T. F isk ,  a 
f i e l d   e n g i n e e r   f o r   t h e  A.E.C., s t a t e s   t f i a t   t h e   a d i t  w a s  75 f e e t   i n   l e n g t h .  

was p a r t l y  caved and the  mine,flooded 30' from t h e   p o r t a l   a t   t h e   t i m e  of 
M r .  Fisk made h i s   f i e l d  check i n  Augus t ,  1960 , . and   he   s t a t e s   t he   po r t a l  

h i s   v i s i t .  

.. 



Photo. (a) Drill roads i n  t he   B i sh  C l a i m s .  

Photo (b) Close up of impassab le   d r i l l   r oad  on t h e   B i s h  C l a i m s .  




