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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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BT "-f - Date visited °  1/9/89

Mine name {(s) Sec. 25 Shaft . | D _ County .' i Moll{;'Lt_fley.
“Section s N; 25 Twhsh_. 13 N _ r. low
éizadrangle 'sheet . Dos Lomes .715'

" Mining dlstz:_..ct .Poison-Cariyon Trend -
“‘le;-fat‘:!.on s, 920' ) .

Nea...es:.. c:v,ty and/o:: dwelllngs Slngle family dwell.mgs on Navajo Jdand in NE/
L . . ] sec. 26, 1 mile- to west .

- The mine ie located in the M3, N5 sec., 25 immedietely north of the Poison Cardyon-,
.-Haystack Mountaln .road. Slte is Just two mlles west of hlghway no. 53.
. The mine con51sts of a vert1ca1 shaft w1th the 35' hlgh head frame Stlll in place ’
. (photo a). -The hoisting shed, 18" x 32' stands 1mmed1ate1y north of head frame with -
. hoist and engines still in place. Hoist spool is 6' in diameter, with about 20
wraps of cable on it (could indicate shaft ‘depth of 120'). The Sklp remains
suspended at ground level, shaft is open for first 25" or so and steel ladder in
: shaft allows entry to that depth Scintillometer response dt shaft area ranges ‘
“.up to 4,000 cps, but is not Senmsitive to proximity to shaft opening.. The small ore -
pile just below ore chute at 'south edge of head frame produced the highest readings
-(See photo b) g )
- A mine dump area exists south of the head frame (photo a), but & muoh\more exten31ve
dump area occurs 1757 to ‘the northwest; it would appear -that much of “this dump area
+. extends up into sec.. 24. Photo. (c) shows a portion of the dump and 'an 8%.% 20'
-reihforced'congrete slab Whlch rests over some type of ventillation shaft or
'_escapeway, the .slab and shaft appear.stable. Counts at this covered.Shaft were
about 2,000 cps, and vary between 1,200 eps-and 1,700 cps throughout the - dump area
Whlch may extend for about 800' northwest of head frame.

The mine produced from a deposmt 1n ‘the Todllto 11mestone durlng the middle to 1ate
1960*s. - A. -des¢ription of the ore bodles in sec: 25 is glven in Mchaughlin, (1963)
‘The State Mine Inspector's Office 1ast reglstered the mlne in February, 1967 with "
Farrls Brothers Mines as the operator. ‘

-
-

) Adddtlonal workings “ektst % mile'to southwest in the form of a decline (deseribed
separately). )

References: (l)'MoLaﬁghlih, E.'D., Jri, 1963, Uranium Deposits in the Todilto
Co Limestone of the Gramts District, in Geology and Technology of
the Grants Uranium Region: QNew Mexico Bur. of Mines and Mineral
Resources, Mem, 15, p. 146. , o
(2) State Mine Inspector's Office, inactive uranium mine file.
(3) Field notes, 1/9/80. : :



Photo (a) Looking north at head frame and hoisting shed at Sec. 25 shaft; note
small dump area in foreground. Shaft is about 35' high.

Photo (b) Close up of head frame,'showing'the skip suspended over shaft at ground
level, and small ore pile lying below chute where person is standing.



Photo (c) View to northwest of shaft and head frame, showing an extensive mine
dump area that continues into the background, and an 8' x 20' concrete slab

covering a small ventillation shaft and/or escapeway; person is standing on
concrete slab. '





