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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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Date visited 1716/80 .

M._.;-:?A n.a.a_me {s) .. Barbara J #3._ N . - . S .Cgul;}ty - Mc:K-i_uJ.-ey
Sec'tion. C, W5 Nk NEY 30 Twns;a'!, .. 13 N | : . R oW
é}ﬁa&:'augle ‘sheet Doe Lomas 75‘/2'-. . , - . . N
Mining distiiét -. .-P_o‘is'on- lCenyon Trend _

-

-

Nearest_ciij.y. énﬁ/ ox dw_ellings- Ambijosi_a' Lake junction, 4 m:_i.:Les by road, norfheast,

The Barbara J #3 is locaced about 5 mlle northeast of Todllto Exploratlon and
- Developments Piedra Triste Mine -(Dalco Shaft). The sign identifying Midcontinent,
Uranlum Corporatlon as the operator’ still stands.on approach to the mine 31te.

-

. The mine- con51sts of a 5' x 6 vertlcal shaft, probably 300'-400' deep,_that is o
presently covered rather crudely with several pieces of ¥ -inch plate metal ‘ . -t
{see photo a) ‘A 20" high 30" diameter ventillation stack is present 25' southwest -
of the shaft; it is not known what type of cover if any rests at the top. A
smaller diameter vent pipé. protrudes from thé shaft cover, but has a right angle
bend to dlscharge horlzontally (see again photo a). The mine shaft itself is still

. visible through cracks in the cover, and a ladder which. looks serv1ceable is in

place, shaft was not entered durlng 1nvest1gatlon.

The mine dump ‘area lies 1mmed1ate1y to south of sHaft and measures. approx1mately
200" % 120", with a maximum height of about 20" (see photo'b).- Sc1nﬁillometer
readlngs -on dimp were generally about-700 cps, but on the upper surface northward LT
) toward the mine:shaft readlngs up .to 1,700 were recorded

A small 4' X 4' shaft structure w1th a wooden colar was found about .100" seuth-

of toe of dump (photo c). -Purpose of shaft, which is now backfllled, ds not clear,
but could have been a ventlllatlon shaft.

* -

__The Barbara. J #3 produced ﬂrom seVeral medlum and small dep051ts in che Todllto'_
| 11mestone. The mine ‘was worked from 1959 to 1963 (Hllpert “1969). :

References: (1) Hllpert L.,‘l969 Uranium Resources of NW New Mexico, U.5.G. S.,
B . - . Prof. Paper 603, p. 35. )
(2) Hilpert, L., 1965, Uranium," in Mineral and Water ‘Resources of
New Mexico: New Mexico Bur. "of Mines and Mineral Resources,
Bull. 87, p. 214. »
(3) Field notes, 1/16/80.
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Photo A Looking southwest at covered shaft site at left of person,
and 30" diameter ventilation shaft in background.

Photo B Looking northward at mine dump, here nearly 20' high;
upper surface slopes gently to north.
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Photo C Small 4' x 4' backfilled shaft with wobden collar about 100"
south of mine dump.
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