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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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SANDOVAL COUNTY

Quad: Holy Ghost Spring 7%'

1. WM-129-2-1 ) R Page 1

qallins {Warm Springs) (Goodner-Collins leases)

Quad: Ta Gotera 7%'

1. MNM-152-3-1 Page 5
Dory (Dorie} Prospect
2. NM-152-3-2 . Page %

Betty (Betty Claims)

Quad: TLa Ventana 7%'

1. NM-105-3-1 ' Page 12
Butler Brothexrs

2. NM-105-3-2 Page }a‘l ~

Rambler #2 Prospect

Ouad: Regina 7%

1. MM-81-~2-1 . *found under Rio Arriba County; Quad: Regina
Whiteflow.. (Corral #3)
2. NM-81-2-2 ' Page 1o

Sla-Tex Open Pit (Corral #3 Claim)



Date visited 373730

* Mine ﬁéme {s} Collins (Warm Springs) . ’ County _ Sandoval
L (Goodner~Collins leases) I ) o
Section Ny 25 wnsh, | 17N | R. 1w
Quadrangle sheet _Holy Ghost Spring, 7%'
Mining district Nacimient_o-.lemez Region
Elevation 6,500 "

Nearest ci-::y and/or dwellings. San,Ysi_dro, '3.4 mi,. S on highwa‘v 44

The Colllns and Warm Sprlngs workings found -during thls 1nvest1gatlon lie in the -
__NW{ of sec. 25. They are located approx1mately 3/4 mi. north of the major bend

in highway no, 44 in the N3 of sec. 36 T, 17 W., R. 1 W: .Gates along the highway

are képt locked and the qulckest access is to walk in thlS last 3/4 mi. Workings

are on Zla Indian 1and -

The worklngs con51st of two small open pits in the Brushy Basin member of the
Morrison fm. . The one on the east side of the .south trending drainage llne is a -
100" long, 12' high cut on a steep southwest facing slope (see photo a). A fine
to medium grained, tan to buff-sandstone exposed in this cut (see photo b) produced
scintillometer readings of 1,500 cps. The disturbance is relatively minor. .A
claim marker at the site 1dent1f1ed this as the Warm Springs Prospect, with a
later claim dated June, 1968 calling it the White Lille I, signed by R. R. King.
. The other workings lie to the southwest on the west side of the draihage. It
consists of a 125' long, northeast trending shallow cut.on a bench dbove a massive
. red sandstone; no photographs available, see Fig. 1. Scintillometer readings in
" the pit were in the 400-60Q range, byt highs.of over 2,500 cps were .recorded in
the small notch cut into the north face shown in.Fig. 1. A small dudp “area,
approximately 75' x 100", 3-4' high, ettends southward from the southwest edge of
the pit. The dlsturbance is ' minor and no hazards exist. Site is' largely revegetated,
and the selenium conceﬁtrator Astragalus, is very common. o : '
Chenoweth, 1974, stated that 395 tons of ore averaglng .13%°U,0, were Pproduced from
the Goodner and Cpllins leases durlng 1957-1959; the Collins ledse was located in
" sec. 23, the Goodner in sec. 25.° The State Mine Inspector's Office, however, has
on record a Collins uranium: operation in sec. 25 registered in 1957, and.also a °
Farm Sprlngs, in the same section, registered in 1959; no sec. 23 operation is on
record.. The present investigation revealed no 51gn1f1cant workings in see. 23.

References: (1) Chenoweth, W. L., 1974, Uranium Occurrences of the Nacimiento-Jemez
Region, Sandoval and Rio Arriba Counties, N.M., in, New Mex. Geol.
Soc. 25th Guidebook, Ghost Ranch, p. 31l.
(2) #Hilpert, L., 1969, Uranium Resources of MW New Mexico, U.5.G.S.,
Prof. Paper 603. . '
(3) New Mexico State Mine Inspector s Office, inactive uranivm mine
file.
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(4) Field notes, 3/3/80.
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Photo (a) Looking northeast at 100' long cut on the Goodner-Collins
lease (Warm Springs Prospect). '

Photo (b) Close—up of cut shown in photo (a); note range pole for scale.
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Fig, 1 Diagrammatic sketch of tﬁe open pit on west ‘ ;
o e pen p west side of drainage, on the
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