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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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. Refetencea' (l) McLaughlln E. D Jr., 1963, Uranium Déposits in the Todilto

 Date visited __j/15/80

Mine name({s) Sec. 23 and 26 Open Pit o . County - McKix_miey

-

Sect_z_on 8% 23, N} 26 Twnsh, 13 N _ 2 10w

Qua:’i::angle she€et  Dos Lomas 7%'

Mining district  Poison -Canyon Trend

lev‘at'ion 7,040

In

. Ne aI‘:SL. C:L:..y a‘xd/or dwellz.ngs Slngle famlly dwell.lngs, % mile aou_thwest

AL -

The Sec. 23-Sec. 26 Open P1t .complex e.ectends for about 1/3 m::.la along the south
-side of main road through the area. .The workings have a W WW-E SE trend overall,. .
but 1nd1v1dual pltS follow no such pattern ‘

. The worklngs are: actually a westward continuation of the Hanosh Mlne, also_in NEl
26; however; ‘thé-Hanosh workings contain a incline and are’ limited to sec.. 26 and.
are therafore described in a separate report. . -
The Sec. 23-26 Open Pit complex EXPlOltS an ore body or cluster of ore bodies im
the middle 'and 1ower parts of the Todilto limestone. Trenches up to 40" deep and
450' long occur, with secondary oxidized uranium mineralization apparent on face
cuts; 501ntlllometer readings up to 5,000 cps were recorded in mineralized zones. -
-Area.was worked between.1952 and 1958: ‘A description of, the ore bodies in these
two sections is glven in McLaughlln (1963) ° _ f_“ : ©
. . . - e \.‘\

The photographs on the follow1ng pages 1llustrate the type of worklngs on the
cqmplex and each’ carries, 1ts .own description. = : T ; T

- - - Lo . . ] - . - .- . . . ..

Limestone ‘'0of the Grants District, in Geology and Technology of the
-Grants Uranium Region: New Mexico Bureau of Mlnes and M:Lneral
Resources, Mem. 15, p. 146-147. -

.(2)- State Mine Ingpector's Office, inactive uranium mine file.

(3) Field notes, 1/15/80. y :



Photo (a) Looking southwestward at Sec. 23-26 Strip Mine complex with soil overburden piles up to 16' high in foreground, and a cluster
of 6 to 8 indian dwellings in background; note person at lower left for scale. The photographs on the following pages show nature of
pits and trenches within these spoil piles. ' : '



Photo (b) Looking southwest very near the Sec. 23-26 line at 30' deep sinuous
trench; face counts up to 1,500 cps. :

Photo (c) Looking eastward into small box cut 18' deep, showing some fold
structures in the Todilto:; unconsolidated overburden runs to 12'-14' thick
locally. Face counts here run as high as 4,800 cps.



Photo (d) Looking east into a 450" long, 35' deep pit at eastern edge of area
described in this report; dump from Hanosh incline may be seen at upper right.

This locality is very near north line of Sec. 26. Note person at bottom of pit
for scale. :

Photo (e) Looking southward at an example of "undisturbed ground" at this locality,

except for small prospect pit with 8' high waste piles at each end, in center
middle distance.





