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May 20, 2020 

Johanna Nelson 
New Mexico Economic Development Department 
johanna.nelson@state.nm.us  

Dear Ms. Nelson: 

The New Mexico Envi ronment Department (“Department”) hereby provides  notice to the Smal l  
Bus iness  Regulatory Advisory Commiss ion, pursuant to the Smal l  Bus iness  Regulatory Rel ief Act, NMSA 
1978, Sections  14-4A-1 to -6, that the Department peti tioned the New Mexico Water Qual i ty Control  
Commiss ion (“WQCC”) to amend the regulations  adminis tering Wastewater Faci l i ty Construction Loans  
found at 20.7.5 NMAC. This  program is  a lso known as  the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (“CWSRF”). 

The Wastewater Faci l i ty Construction Loan Act, NMSA 1978, Sections  74-6A-1 to -15, creates  the 
CWSRF to provide low-cost financing for wastewater and s tormwater dra inage projects  that protect surface 
and ground water. The amendments  would revise the defini tion of the base interest rate for CWSRF loans  
found at 20.7.5.14 NMAC. The amendments  would further a l low the Department to establ i sh other interest 
rates  and conditions  through pol icies  to be reported annual ly to the WQCC. Through these amendments  
the Department wi l l  have the flexibi l i ty to effectively respond to rea l  world conditions  and improve annual  
drawdown of the CWSRF, have the flexibi l i ty to cons ider the necessary and appropriate factors  for rates  
less  than the base rate, and reta in WQCC overs ight of the process . The Department i s  propos ing that the 
WQCC make these changes  pursuant to i ts  authori ty found at NMSA 1978, Section 74-6A-9. 

Pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 14-4A-4, the Department does  not anticipate that the proposed 
regulatory amendments  wi l l  have any adverse effect on smal l  bus iness . Indeed, the Department 
anticipates  that adoption of the proposed amendments  wi l l  help i t uti l i ze more of the funds  currently 
res iding in the CWSRF. The Department anticipates  that this  wi l l , in turn, lead to increased construction 
and use of loca l  bus iness  through el igible projects . 

The publ ic hearing on the proposed amendments  (Docket No. WQCC 20-07(R)) i s  currently 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2020. The hearing i s  scheduled to begin at 9:00am via  the web appl ication 
WebEx. This  time sens i tive hearing i s  being held via  WebEx to comply with the emergency publ ic hea l th 
order des igned to protect the publ ic and prevent the spread of COVID-19. The hearing location may change 
prior to the hearing date, and the WQCC may hold the hearing in person i f ci rcumstances  a l low. However, 
even i f the WQCC holds  the hearing in person, the Commiss ion adminis trator wi l l  provide teleconference 
access  to those wishing to participate without being at the hearing in person. For a  complete copy of the 
rule, please vis i t the WQCC’s  webs i te at https ://www.env.nm.gov/water-qual i ty-control -commiss ion/wqcc-
20-07-r/. If you require additional  information about these proposed regulatory amendments , please feel
free to contact me at (505) 222-9554 or chris topher.atencio@state.nm.us .
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Sincerely, 

/s/ Chris topher Atencio 

Chris topher N. Atencio, Esq. 
Ass is tant Genera l  Counsel  
New Mexico Envi ronment Department 

cc: Jenni fer Hower, Genera l  Counsel  
New Mexico Envi ronment Department
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