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INTRODUCTION

During the course of this investigation approximately 200
. uranium mine sites were visited. Although these sites are
distributed throughout 20 counties the majority are in McKinley,
San Juan, and Valencia Counties, along the western and séuthern
margin of the San Juan Basin. Other counties with an appreciable
number of sites are Grant, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Sierra, and
Socorro, |
Field work commenced in August, 1979 and egtended although
not continuously, into May, 1980. Information obtained during
the on-site visits included location, type and size of mine,
condition of mine, host formation, dimensions of remaining
structures, proximity to residences or villages, water quality
data, and radiation levels, although a gamma ray.scintillometer
was not obtained for the project until October 20, 1979. An
effort was made to contact landowners whenever and wherever
possible, however, no systematic attempt was made to determine
land and mineral ownership during this phase of the investigation.
Mine operation data has been included where available.
This consists of information on ore grades, production history
mineralogy, and mine operator. 0Old publications'of the U.S.
AEC and the State Mine Inspectors office were helpful in this
area.
The mine reports are arranged alphabetically by county with
each county having its own index. A NM- or AZ-mine identification
number is given with each mine name in the index. It is an AML

-~ numbering system devised by Don Baker, Jr. The first part of this



identification number is based on a U.S5. Soil Conservation
Service numbering system of 15' quadrangles beginning with 1 in
the northwest corner of the state to 24 in the northeast corner,
then returning to the western border to start a new tier. The
second part refers to a 7%"quad withiﬁ the 15' guad; these are
numbered counterclockwise from 1 in the NE quadrant to 4 in the
SE. The last part of the number refers to a particular mine
within the 7%' guad. An AZ- prefix indicates the 15' guadrangle

is an Arizona quad that overlaps the New Mexico state boundary.
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SAN MIGUEL COUNTY

Quad: El1 Porvenir 7%’

1. wNM-135-2-1

Sparks - Stone (Sparks Stone #1)

Quad: Honey Boy Ranch 7%'

1. NM-131-1-1

High Peak{High Peak Claims)

Ouad: Sabinoso 7%'

l. NM~-139-2-1

Sabinoso Uranium Coop. {(Lujan Ranch) (Asco Mine)

2. NM-139-2-2
Windy 9
3. NM—139;2~3
Bish Claims
S 4. NM-139-2-4

Verde (Hunt Oil Co. Sab)
*Unlocated on Sabinso Quad.
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Date visited _ 9/18/79

* Mine name{s} Windy 9 L ' ' . County San Miguel

Section  SE: 14 . . Tynsh, 17 N ' R. ° 23 F

Quadrangle sheet Sabipnoso

Mining district Sabinoso

‘ Eleirat'ion 40207

Nearest clty and/or_ dwellings . 2 mi. NE of Lewis Ranchgi 3 ‘mi. due west of
) : ' Sabinoso .

The Windy #9 is located 1/4 mile north of Caton Largo, 200" off the creek
bed floor, on & series of low hills. Canon Largo drains eastward into the
Canadian River, but there is no apparent danger of seepage of talllngs into
the river..

The bullddzEring (photo a) covers a’ total of 3,600 linear feet (A.E.C., P.R.R.},
and bedrock is exposed in only a few cuts. For the most part, only the ”
soil cover was disturbed, and bedrock was mnot encountered. Vo scintillometerx
.readings were available to determine anomalies in the lower, 5011 covered ’
area. ‘

The adit (photo.b),. is tlmbered by 6 x 8" cedar posts with poles om top. at

the entrance. The entrance is 6' wide, 5%’ high. Some £illing of-the flooxr
has gccurred at the entrance. The adlt trends N 20 W for 25' whete it bends
to the right. No dump of appreciable size was, noted. :

“The adit is in the mlddle unlt of the Chinle Foxmatidn. Qre. seems'hb be associated
with a gray carbonaceous trash zoné. Trial shipments. totaling 80 tons wére made
from ‘thé Windy 9, Good Luck 1, and Little Rattler (Flnch, 1972) Nq V151b19
uranium minerals. : . S

.-

Reference: (1) Finch, W. F,, 1972, Uranium in Eastern New Mexico, U.S.G.S.
: open file rept. -

(2) State Mine Insp.

(3) .u.s. A.E.C. Uranium Mine Records



Photo (b) Adit entranceOWindy #9.
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