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The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the New Mexico Environment 
Department (NMED) have completed the third 
five-year review of the North Railroad Avenue 
Plume Superfund Site (Site) in Española, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico.  The review is 
required by law under the authority of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response,  
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) to 
assure that human health and the environment are 
being protected by the remedial actions taken at the 
Site.   
 
The Site consists of a ground water plume 
contaminated with dissolved tetrachloroethene 
(also known as perchloroethylene or “PCE”).  The 
dissolved PCE plume extends over an area of 
approximately 58-acres and depth of 
approximately 260-feet below ground surface.  
The source of contamination has been identified as 
the former Norge Town Dry Cleaners facility 
located at 113 North Railroad Avenue in Española, 
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. Construction of 
the Site remedy began in 2005 with full operation 
of the groundwater treatment system beginning in 
2008.   The Site remedy consists of enhanced in-
situ bioremediation treatment which includes the 
injection of a non-toxic vegetable oil amendment 
into the shallow groundwater at the Source Area, 
the midpoint of the plume along U.S. Highway 
84/285, and in the Deep Zone Aquifer near the 
Plaza de Española.  
 
Summary of Five-Year Review Findings 
 
The third five-year review findings indicate that 
remedial actions taken at the Site are protective of 
human health and the environment in the short 
term.   
 
The remedial action for the Shallow Aquifer has 
functioned as designed and has been successful in 
reducing contaminant concentrations throughout 
the Shallow Plume.  At the Source Area, dissolved 
phase PCE concentrations have been reduced by 
approximately 90 percent since 2009.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Furthermore, groundwater monitoring for the Deep 
Zone Aquifer indicates that contaminant 
concentrations in some monitoring wells have 
decreased between 40 and 50 percent since 2009.   
 
Additional measures are needed to optimize the 
remedy and improve its effectiveness and 
efficiency in the Deep Zone Aquifer.  The third 
five-year review report provides a detailed 
description of the review findings and specifies the 
actions that need to be taken for the remedy to be 
protective in the long term. 
 
The third five- year review report is available to 
the public at the Site’s information repositories: 
 
Española Public Library 
313 N. Paseo de Oñate 
Española, NM 87532 
 
New Mexico Environment Department  
Ground Water Quality Bureau  
1190 St. Francis Drive, Suite N2300  
Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469 
 
The report, along with additional information 
about the North Railroad Avenue Plume Superfund 
Site, is also available on the Internet at:   
https://www.env.nm.gov/gwqb/gw-faq/  
and 
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinf
o.cfm?id=0604299  
 
If you have any questions, issues, or concerns 
regarding the Site, please contact the NMED 
project manager, Anthony McGlown, at 
505.827.2908 or by email at 
anthony.mcglown@state.nm.us. 
 
You may also contact the EPA project manager, 
Mark Purcell at 214.665.6707 or 1.800.533.3508 
(toll free) or by email at purcell.mark@epa.gov.  
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