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RE: Response to Rio Grande Resources Corporation's Request Regarding Abatement for 
the Mt. Taylor Mine Site, San Mateo, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Lister: 

The Ground Water Quality Bureau of the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) 
received your request dated April 29, 201 O for the Mt. Taylor mine site to be allowed to stay in 
Stage 1 Abatement for an additional 60 days to allow time to develop and run a HELP Model for 
the site to support a Stage 2 Abatement Plan on May 3, 2010. 

NMED approved the Final Report and all previously submitted investigation and monitoring 
reports as a Final Stage 1 Abatement Report and directed Rio Grande Resources Corporation 
(RGRC) to submit a Stage 2 Abatement Plan for the site in a letter dated July 13, 2009. RGRC 
requested in a letter dated November 23, 2009 to stay in Stage 1 for an additional two years in 
order to collect necessary data to support an Alternative Abatement Standards Petition. 
Pursuant to the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission regulations (20.6.2.4103.F), a 
party may not apply for alternative abatement standards until they have entered into Stage 2 
abatement. Therefore, NMED denied RGRC's request and directed RGRC to submit a Stage 2 
Abatement Plan by March 14, 2010. 

NMED met with RGRC at their request on February 5, 201 Oto discuss a path forward. RGRC 
stated at the meeting that they needed additional data and time to run the HELP Model in order 
to determine if their proposed Stage 2 approach was feasible. RGRC submitted a request for a 
60 day extension on April 29, 2010 which was after the March 14, 201 O deadline to submit the 
Stage 2 Abatement Plan. Since the March 14 deadline has passed and RGRC has had several 
months to complete HELP modeling, NMED does not believe a 60 day extension is warranted at 
this time. 

l, 
., 



Joe Lister 
July 6, 2010 
Page2 

( ( 

Please submit the Stage 2 Abatement Plan for the Mt. Taylor mine site within 30 days of this 
letter or August 6, 2010. If you have any questions, please contact Project Manager Jerry 
Schoeppner at (505) 827-0652. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter . 

.Sincerely, 

~~~ 
William C. Olson, Chief 
Ground Water Quality Bureau 

Cc: Mary Ann Menetrey, Manager, MECS ~ 
Jerry Schoeppner, Permit Lead GWQB 
Chuck Thomas, Chief, MMD 
Neal Schaeffer, SWQB 
Gary Richardson, Metric Corporation 


